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cing the families in each group to Quets it is found that the American 
expenditure for animal food is $12.30 per year per Quet, while that 
of the Germans is only $7.79. Evidently, if we accept the reduction 
to units as legitimate, the new waj' of presenting the facts is much 
more instructive than the old. 

That the unit assumed is to a considerable extent arbitrary Dr. 
Engel admits, but he still thinks that calculations based upon it reflect 
the facts with sufficient accuracy. It would seem that its extensive 
use would eventually supply material for its own correction if such 
correction be necessary. That is, if families of similar conditions and 
habits, but of diverse constitution as to the ages of members, are not 
similar, when compared unit for unit by different classes of expendi- 
ture, it would indicate that correction lines must be run in the funda- 
mental assumptions. 

In the historical sketch of household budget statistics Dr. Engel 
reviews Eden*s "State of the Poor" (London, 1797), and all later 
attempts to present statistical pictures of family incomes and expendi- 
tures. Nearly all extended investigations of the kind have been 
undertaken in consequence of the existence of " hard times," and the 
classes studied have been mainly the laboring classes, or the actually 
destitute. For Dr. Engel's purposes the lack of family budgets of 
the well-to-do and wealthy classes is a serious defect. It is, indeed, 
strange that, at least in this country, there has been no demand from 
the laborers' organizations for an exhaustive official study of the 
household budgets of the rich ; an investigation to determine how the 
rich get their incomes and how they spend them. It is a reflection 
on the originality of our labor leaders that they have waited for a 

scientist to ask for such an inquiry. 

A. G. Warner. 
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Report of the Commissioner of Education for the Tear 1892-93. 
2 Vols. Pp. 2153. Washington, 1895. 

As usual this report appears somewhat late, but as a large part is 
descriptive no serious injury is done. A chapter is devoted to illiter- 
acy, not only in this country, but also in Europe, compiled from official 
reports, Hiibner's statistics, and other sources. The statistics of ele- 
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mentary schools in foreign countries are given with the latest returns. 
In the study of city schools it is noted that the average length of the 
school term is being further decreased, and that there is a great in- 
crease, both relative and absolute, in the cost of the schools. In the 
North Atlantic division the average length of the school term has 
decreased one day. While the enrollment of pupils in the cities 
under consideration increased 4.86 per cent during the year, the 
increase in total expense was 8.96 per cent. 

Another attempt is made to ascertain the kinds of schools in which 
students entering college are prepared. Not much success attends 
the efforts of the bureau in this direction. 

The income reported by universities and colleges was $14,601,034. 
Of this amount $5,466,810 was derived from tuition fees; 11.6 
per cent was appropriated by cities and States ; 4.7 per cent appro- 
priated by the general government. 

The total number of medical students was 19,752 ; the number of 
law students was 6776. 

A large part of the first volume is devoted to the study of education 
in foreign countries, and to education at the Columbian Exposition, 
including European and American criticism. There is also a section 
devoted to the World's Library Congress. 

Volume Two contains documents illustrative of American educa- 
tional history ; a sketch of the National Education Association ; a 
chapter on the education of the negro, with statistics of institutions 
for educating the colored race ; a chapter on pecuniary aid for stu- 
dents in universities and colleges, showing the number of scholarships 
that are available in various institutions ; and chapters on the univer- 
sity extension movement and medical education. 
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The following is taken from the Bulletin of the American Geo- 
graphical Quarterly, New York, December, 1895. It is an interest- 
ing example of statistical method. 

The Bulletin of the Italian Geographical Society, in a note on the 
Italian population of New York, makes the following statement : 
" The American statistics cannot be taken as a basis. It will be 
sufficient to quote the fact that the census of 1890 gave only 182,000 



